S  E  R  M  O  N, 

DELIVERED    AT 

MERRIMAC,  N.  H. 

SUNDAT,  MAT 6,  1810, 

AT   THE 

FU  N  E R  A L 

of 

MRS.  ELIZABETH  BURNAP, 

CONSORT  OF 
REV.  JACOB  BURNAP, 

AGED    52   YEARS. 


BY    JEREMIAH     RAfcNARD,    A.  if. 

Pastor   of   the    Church    in    Amherst. 


AMHERST,    N.H. 
PRIKTED   BY    RICHARD   B0YLST0NT, 

1811. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2010  with  funding  from 
Boston  Regional  Library  System 


http://www.archive.org/details/sermondelivereda01barn 


FUNERAL  SERMON. 


REVELATIONS    XIV.    13. 

Blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  in  the  Lord  from 
henceforth  ;  yea,  saith  the  Spirit,  that  they  may 
rest  from  their  labors,  and  their  works  dofollovj 
them* 

Vy  HO  those  are,  that  are  referred  to  in 
the  text,  may  fairly  be  collected  from  the  preced- 
ing verse.  They  are  such  as,  through  patience 
tinder  sufferings  and  trials,  are  not  turned  aside 
from  the  right  ways  of  the  Lord  ;  but  continue 
and  persevere  with  steadfastness  in  the  com- 
mandments of  God,  and  in  their  adherence 
to  the  faith  of  Jesus,  as  once  delivered  to  the 
saints.  They  maintain  their  confidence  in  God, 
and  in  his  goodness  to  them  that  are  good  ;  and 
are  determined  that  whatever  else  they  deny 
themselves,  they  will  not  give  up  their  hope  and 
confidence  in  him,  or  renounce  their  fidelity  and 
loyalty  to  Jesus  Christ  ;  but  persevere  and  pre- 
serve their  integrity  to  the  end  of  life. 

And  have  we  not  the  highest  reasons  fo^ 
believing  that  she  who  now  lies  a  breathless 
corpse    before    us,  was  a  person  of  this  char- 


acter  ?  Many,  we  are  told,  are  the  afflictions  of 
the  righteous.  And  many  were  the  afflictions 
she  endured  in  this  world  of  sin  and  sorrow.  Yet 
she  met  and  supported  under  them  all  with  unu- 
sual patience  and  christian  fortitude.  Not  a 
murmur  or  complaint  against  any  of  the  ways  of 
God,  it  is  presumed,  was  ever  known  to  drop 
from  her  lips.  Possessed  of  fall  confidence  in 
the  wisdom  and  goodness  of  the  Divine  Govern- 
ment, she  always  maintained  a  calm  and  tranquil 
mind,  as  well  in  adversity  as  in  prosperity. 
And  realizing,  in  the  faith  of  the  gospel,  that  all 
the  great  events  that  here  await  the  people  of 
God,  were  preparatory  to  more  glorious  scenes, 
that  should  by  and  by  open  upon  them  ;  she  was 
ever  ready  to  subscribe  her  hearty  amen,  and  say, 
**  the  will  of  the  Lord  be  done."* 

And  to  whom,  if  not  to  such  a  character  as 
this,  could  we  expect  the  blessedness  spoken  of  in 

*  Mrs.  Burnap  died  May  4th,  1810,  aged  5% 
She  had  lived  with  her  late  husband,  the  Rev.  Jacob 
Burnap,  thirty-four  years  :  She  had  been  the  mother 
of  thirteen  children — six  sons,  and  seven  daughters  - 
nine  of  whom,  with  their  surviving  parent,  followed  her 

to  the  grave She  had  buried  three  daughters;    the 

one  that  died  the  youngest  of  the  three  had  been  for 
some  time  previous  to  her  death,  the  wife  of  Mr.  Sam* 

uel  Buel    of   Medford,  Massachusetts. Her  eldest 

son,  a  young  gentleman  of  an  amiable  character  and  liberal 
education,  had  been  absent  a  number  of  years  before  her 
death.  And  where  he  was,  or  whether  living  or  not, 
no  correct  information  could  be  obtained. 


the  text  to  be  applied  ?  Our  Divine  Lord  himself, 
and  no  doubt  for  the  support  and  comfort  of  his 
people  under  their  sorrows  and  sufferings,  and 
that  he  might  thereby  increase  the;r  fortitude, 
and  embolden  them  in  the  paths  of  piety  and  vir- 
tue amidst  the  temptations  and  dangers  of  this  evil 
world,  pronounced  all  the  beatitudes  of  the  heav- 
enly kingdom  upon  all  such  as  are  obviously  of 
this  character.  As  you  may  see  by  reading  the 
twelve  first  verses  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  his  gos- 
pel according  to  St.  Matthew. 

And  now  permit  me  to  ask  how  crowded 
with  consolation  must  the  words  of  our  text  be  at 
such  an  hour  as  the  present ;  especially  to  the 
bereaved  Pastor  of  this  Church  and  Congregation 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and  to  his  greatly  af- 
flicted family,  paying  their  last  offices  of  respect  to 
the  late  and  highly  beloved  partner  of  all  their 
joys  and  sorrows?  O!  how  refreshing  to 
them  the  belief,  how  animating  and  reviving 
the  hope,  that  from  the  very  instant  of  her 
departure,  she  is  blessed  and  happy  !  Yet  Christ, 
by  his  angel,  commanded  Saint  John  to  write, 
"  Blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in  the  Lord 
from  henceforth/'  And  may  not  a  lively  hope 
that  this  is  the  happy  lot  and  condition  of  all  such 
as  die  in  the  Lord  j  of  all  pious  and  godly 
people,  be  fairly  collected,  (under  the  light  of  the 
gospel)  from  the  nature  of  God  and  the  nature 


and  capacity  of  man,  without  having  recourse  to 
any  of  its'  express  promises  and    declarations  I 
That    God  is    a    being  of     infinite  perfection  j 
that  human  nature  is  his  workmanship  ;  that  that 
nature  is  already  capable  of  high  degrees  of  hap- 
piness and  of  perpetual  advances  towards  per- 
fection, and  that  he  could  not  create  man  on  hir> 
own  account,  and  with  a  view  to  increase  his  own 
glory  and  felicity,  or  to  render  himself  in  any  res- 
pect mere  perfect  and  happy,  all  will  readily  ac- 
knowledge.    That  there  is  infinite  wisdom   and 
design  in  ail  God's  works  ;  and  that  he  hath  made 
nothing  but  for  some  wise  purpose  and  valuable 
end,  all  will  likewise  acknowledge.     What  then 
could  be  the  end  for  which  God  created  man,  but 
happiness  ?    A  happiness  not  his  own  most  cer- 
tainly ;  for  that  being  already  perfect  cannot  be 
promoted  by  any  act  of  creating  power,     God '3 
having,  therefore,  made  man  capable  of  a  very 
distinguished  happiness,  furnishes  a    strong  pre- 
sumptive evidence  that  the  truly  pious   and  hoi/, 
the  upright  and  virtuous,   such  as  fear  him  art:! 
keep  his  commandments,  shall  be  advanced  to  a 
high  degree  of  felicity  after  death.     For  though 
it  is  obvious  why  the  wicked^  who  abuse  their 
faculties  and  pervert  the  design  of  their  existence, 
shall  not  attain  to  this  happiness,  yet  no  possible 
reason  can  be  assigned  why  the  righteous  should 
not,  especially  when  we  consider  it  is  in  the  power 
of  God  to  advance  them  to  the  highest  happi 


of  which  they  arc  capable,  and  to  "render  them 
completely  blessed  and  glorious  forever,  without 
the  least  diminution  to  his  own  infinite  fullness. 
J'rom  these  considerations,  without  attending  to 
any  of  the  particular  and  express  declarations  and 
promises  of  the  gospel,  we  are  constrained  to  hope 
and  believe  that  all  the  virtuous  and  godly  shall  be 
rendered  completely  and  forever  happy  after 
death.  But  how  comfortable  and  happy  must  it 
be  to  have  this  natural  hope  confirmed  by  a  voice 
from  heaven,  and  in  language  so  express  and  posi- 
tive as  that  in  the  text,  "  Blessed  are  the  dead 
that  die  in  the  Lord,  from  henceforth  ;"  that  isa 
from  the  very  instant  of  their  death.* 

In  the  next  words  we  have  the  grounds  and 
Causes  of  the  saints  blessedness  pointed  out. 
*'  Yea,  saith  the  spirit,  that  they,  may  rest  from 
their  labors,  and  their  works  do  follow  them.'* 
That  they  may  rest  from  their  labors  ;  that  is, 
from  all  their  toils,  pains  and  sufferings.  In  the 
present  life,  the  various  kinds  of  diseases,  sick- 
ness and  infirmities  that  are  common  to  us  all  j 
the  disappointments,  losses,  and  unforeseen 
accidents  that  attend  us  -,  and  the  unexpect- 
ed evils  which  frequently  await  us ;  the  sor- 
rows that  surprise   us    at  unawares  ;     and  the 

*  Our  text  admits  of  no  Purgatory  for  real  Chris- 
tians :  And  it  is  doubtful  whether  Uuiversalists  and  Ro- 
man Catholics  will  not  have  to  spend  a  longer  time 
there,  before  their  restoration,  than  they  expect. 


sickness  and  death  of  those  who  are  dear  to  us, 
are  considerations  which  wound  us  deeply,  and 
such  as  can  be  no  small  hindrances  to  our  felicity. 

Severe  toil  and  labor,  poverty  and  want 
are  also  grievous  things,  and  they  fall  heavily 
upon  many.  The  necessary  provision  for  our 
present  subsistence  is  generally  not  to  be  obtained 
without  labor  and  difficulty.  The  earth  does  not 
now  yield  her  fruits  spontaneously.  To  be  freed 
therefore  from  such  care  and  solicitude,  and  have 
an  easy  and  constant  supply  of  all  our  wants,  as 
was  probably  the  case  with  man  in  paradise, 
would  be  no  small  advance  towards  complete  hap- 
piness. 

Again,  the  fear  of  evils  which  may  and  are 
likely  to  befall  us  ;  the  misgivings  of  o  r  owri 
hearts,  and  the  jealousy  and  solicitude  of  our  own 
minds  are  very  great  hindrances  of  human  felicit)''. 
Yet  we  are  really  exposed  to  dangers  on  every 
side,  and  may  well  wonder  that  more  and  greater 
calamities  do  not  befall  us  in  the  course  of  Divine 
Providence.  Our  imaginations  aUo  may  and 
often  do  represent  impending  disasters  as  nearer 
and  as  far  greater  than  they  really  are.  And  the 
pains  and  sufferings  of  fear  are  often  on  that  ac- 
count very  great,  where,  perhaps,  the  danger  is 
nothing,  or  but  very  inconsiderable.  This  source 
of  trouble  must  most  certainly  be  removed  in 
order  to  complete  felicity. 


Again.  Death,  though  evidently  a  blessing 
to  the  righteous,  as  it  is  through  grace  that  is  in 
Christ  Jesus  the  only  certain  means  of  their  con- 
veyance to  a  state  of  perfect  and  complete  blessed- 
ness, is  nevertheless  to  many  christians  a  consid-' 
eration  full  of  terror.  It  opens  a  scene  of  sor- 
row to  nature.  Mutability  and  misery  always  go 
together.  So  long,  therefore,  as  we  are  the  sub- 
jects of  death,  we  must  be  the  subjects  of  sor- 
row. 

Another  cause  of  grief  and  trouble  to  the 
children  of  God  in  this  world  is  sin.  This,  indeed, 
of  all  evils,  is  by  them  considered  the  greatest. 
Afflictions  arising  from  worldly  crosses  and  dis- 
appointments are  often  hard  to  be  endured  ;  but 
the  fears  and  sorrows  which  result  from  clear 
convictions  of  sin  and  guilt,  and  the  displeasure  of 
God,  therewith  connected,  are  to  the  true  penitent 
much  harder. 

Furthermore,  the  hazards  and  dangers  of  a 
spiritual  kind,  to  which  even  the  best  of  christians 
often  feel  themselves  liable  ;  their  doubts  and 
fears  with  regard  to  their  future  condition  ;  their 
iinal  perseverance  in  holiness  and  interest  in  the 
favor  of  God,  and  that  crown  of  life  which  he  hath 
promised  to  the  righteous,  are  no  small  obstruc- 
tions to  their  present  felicity.  Nor  can  it  be  oth- 
erwise, so  long  as  they  continue  in  this  world  of 
•b 


sin  and  temptation,  where  the  spirit  is  perpetually 
warring  against  the  flesh,  and  the  flesh  against  the 
spirit.  The  sincerest  joy  of  the  true  christian  is 
the  hope  of  glory  ;  and  every  thing  that  tends  to 
weaken  this  hope  damps  this  joy.  Until,  there" 
fore,  he  has  arrived  beyond  all  possible  danger, 
and  actually  passed  the  dark  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death,  he  will  be  more  or  less  liable  to  this  fear. 
But  from  all  the  evils  we  have  mentioned,  and 
whatever  else  can  annoy  the  happiness  of  man, 
God's  people  are  fully  discharged  at  death. 
*'  Yea,  saith  the  spirit,  that  they  may  rest  from 
their  labors."  As  though  the  very  design  of 
their  death  was  to  free  them  from  suffering  evils. 

But  the  saints  shall  not  only  be  delivered  at 
death  from  all  sickness,  pain,  poverty,  toil,  fear3 
grief,  sorrow,  old  age,  and  often  infirmities  ;  and 
from  sin  itself,  the  source  of  all  these  sufferings  j 
but  followed  into  the  other  world  by  the  happiest 
effects  of  their  piety,  faith,  patience,  submission, 
and  cheerful  obedience,  to  the  will  of  God.  For 
further  saith  the  text,  "  their  works  do  follo\? 
them."  Their  works  of  piety  and  goodness  fol* 
low,  or  rather  go  before  them  into  the  other  world, 
and  there  secure  for  them  a  glorious  and  perpet- 
ual residence  in  the  presence  and  enjoyment 
of  God.  Hence  they  are  followed  or  ac- 
companied by  the  happiest  effects  of  God's  love 
though  the  dark  valley,  and  into  his  immediate 
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Slid  beatific  presence  ;  where  their  capacity  for 
happiness  is  perfected  and  their  faculties  for  en- 
joyment never  decay  ;  where  they  possess  unfad- 
ing youth,  vigor,  beauty,  glory,  health,  and  cheer-? 
fulness  ;  yea,  all  things.  They  are  now  no  more 
the  subjects  of  death,  pain,  sorrow  ©r  crying. 
Neither  shall  they  endure  any  more  pain  ;  for  the 
former  things  are  passed  away,  and  they  "  rest 
from  their  labors  and  their  works  do  follow  them." 
And  as  they  enjoy  all  natural  good,  so  they 
possess  the  highest  degree  of  moral  perfection" 
The  confusion  and  miseries  of  this  life  very  gen- 
erally at  least  are  owing  to  the  unbridled  lusts  and 
passions  of  men.  But  sin,  that  hateful  evil,  is 
never  known  in  the  happy  world  of  which  we  are 
speaking.  There  every  inhabitant  is  holy  ;  their 
tempers  even  ;  their  passions  calm  ;  their  desires 
regular  ;  their  minds  placid  ;  and  their  charity 
complete.  No  corroding  or  jarring  qualities  are 
to  be  found  there  ;  but  love  and  benevolence  reign 
in  perpetual  triumph.  There,  all  spiritual  mourn- 
ers and  they  that  now  weep  shall  be  comforted  j 
for  the  work  of  repentance  is  over  and  faith  and 
hope  have  ceased  in  vision  and  fruition.  No  more 
doubts  or  fears,  complaints  or  groans,  no  not 
even  a  sad  countenance  is  to  be  seen  throughout 
the  whole  family.  There  are  no  bewailings  of 
hardness  of  heart  ;  of  the  hidings  of  God's  coun^ 
tenance  ;  of  the  weakness  of  faith,  or  of  dulness 
and  despondency    in    God's    service.      But  all 
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tongues  are  employed  in  sounding  forth  the 
praises  of  their  Maker,  and  the  melodious  notes 
of  redeeming  grace.  Who  can  describe  the  un- 
utterable joys  of  the  blessed  in  heaven  ?  O  !  how 
happy  to  see  God's  face  in  glory !  To  stand  in  his 
presence  ;  to  minister  in  his  court ;  to  live  with 
Christ ;  to  converse  with  angels  ;  to  be  advanced 
to  the  highest  honors,  and  shine  forth  as  the  sun 
in  the  kingdom  of  God  !  How  desirable  to  sur- 
vey the  wonders  of  creation  and  providence,  and 
behold  the  wisdom,  power,  and  goodness  of 
the  universal  Father  in  all  his  works  !  To  con- 
template the  nvysteries  of  redeeming  grace  ;  and 
to  be  perpetually  filled  with  the  most  cheering 
prospects, and  exercise  allour  faculties  in  the  most 
pleasing  and  agreeable  services  !  To  crown  all, 
the  blessed  in  heaven  are  not  only  advanced  to 
the  highest  natural  and  moral  excellence  ;  but 
their  happiness  is  secured  to  them,  beyond  all  fear 
of  forfeiture,  change,  or  relapse,  by  the  immuta» 
ble  decree  of  heaven.  It  is  therefore  absolutely 
eternal. 

Natural  life  is  pleasant,  and  the  greatest  of 
earthly  blessings  ;  but  eternal  life  is  far  greater. 
There  may  be  a  happiness  that  is  short  and  tran- 
sient ;  such  is  the  happiness  of  this  world  !  But 
there  can  be  no  perfect  happines  that  is  tempo- 
rary. The  felicity  that  is  truly  desirable,  •  must 
be  durable.      And  no  happiness  short  of    that 
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which  is  absolutely  endless  can  give  full  satisfac- 
tion to  the  mind.  The  incomparable  excellence 
of  the  heavenly  glory  and  felicity,  is  that  they  are 
incorruptible ;  an  inheritance  that  fadeth  not 
away. 

From  the  view  we  have  now  taken  of  the 
subject,  how  glorious  and  happy  must  be  the  con- 
dition of  God's  people  after  death.  If  their  feli- 
city, when  only  presented  to  cur  perception 
through  the  mirror  of  the  gospel,  appears  so  au- 
gust and  perfect,  what  must  its  reality  be  ?  And 
how  much  more  glorious  still  must  be  its  appear- 
ance when  it  becomes  the  immediate  object  both 
of  vision  and  fruition.  What  remains  then  but 
that  the  righteous  rejoice  in  the  Lord,  and  in 
that  assured  reward  which  God  hath  laid  up  for 
them  that  fear  him.  This  is  so  glorious  a  re  com- 
pence,  that  the  very  prospect  of  it,  while  at  an 
unknown  distance  and  discovered  only  by  the 
eye  of  faith,  inspires  a  sublimer  joy  than  the 
actual  .possession  of  all  earthly  treasures.  ±  But 
the  impenitent  and  unbelieving,  the  impatient  and 
the  impure,  the  unrighceous  and  the  sinner,  have 
no  lot  or  portion  in  these  things.  For  into  that 
holy  and  happy  place,  nothing  that  defileth  or 
xnaketh  a  lie  can  enter.  O  sinners  !  let  your 
main  enquiry  therefore  be,  "  what  shall  we  do 
that  we  may  have  eternal  life  ?"  This  inquiry 
you  have  answered    in   the  most    express  and 
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positive  terms,  by  Christ  himself,  "  He  thai 
believeth  on  the  Son  hath  everlasting  life  5 
and  he  that  believeth  not  the  Son  shall  not 
*ee  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God  abideth  on 
him.15  He  that  believeth  on  the  Son,  how 
great  or  aggravated  soever  his  sins  may  be, 
shall  not  be  condemned  with  the  world,  but 
shall  obtain  the  forgiveness  of  them  all,  with 
eternal  life.  But  he  who  obstinately  persists  in 
impenitence  and  unbelief,  and  will  not  acknowl- 
edge and  submit  to  the  Son  of  God  as  his  Savior, 
shall  not  see  life,  but  the  wrath  of  God,  for  his 
unpardoned  guilt  abideth  on  him.  All  other 
sins  may  be  forgiven.  Christ  hath  made  provis- 
ion, by  his  bloody  death  and  sacrifice  upon  the 
cross,  for  this  purpose.  Buc  final  impenitence 
and  unbelief  never  shall  be  forgiven,  neither  in 
this  world  nor  that  which  is  to  come.  These  are 
sins  that  forever  bar  the  gate  of  heaven  against 
the  guilty.  Let  the  impenitent  and  unbelieving, 
therefore,  pause  and  reflect  upon  their  condition 
before  it  shall  have  past  all  remedy.  There  is 
yet  hope  for  them,  if  they  but  believe,  repent  and 
turn  to  God  and  their  duty.  "  As  I  live,  saith 
the  Lord,  I  have  no  pleasure  in  the  death  of  the 
sinner,  but  that  he  repent  and  live." 

Let  us  all  be  thankful  for  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ,  so  full  of  light  and  comfort  to  the 
wearied  pilgrim  travelling  through  this  world  of 
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temptation  and  sorrow.  A  religion  which  ena^ 
bles  us  to  look  beyond  all  the  gloomy  scenes  of 
time,  and  feast  our  minds  upon  the  brighter 
prospects  of  the  eternal  world.  Blessed  be  GoD, 
that  even  amidst  the  darkness  of  death  and  the 
horrors  of  the  grave,  we  hear  a  voice  from 
heaven  saying, "  blessed  are  the  dead  which  die  in 
the  Lord  from  henceforth  ;  yea,  saith  the  spirit, 
that  they  may  rest  from  their  labors,  and  their 
Works  do  follow  them.5' 

A  word  to  my  dear  Brother  and  his  afflicted 
family  will  now  close  the  subject. 

Dear  Friends,  In  your  present  sorrowful 
State,  instead  of  suffering  your  minds  to  ruminate 
upon  the  dark  side  of  your  condition,  reflect  upon 
the  moral  and  religious  character  of  your  deceas- 
ed companion  and  mother  j  upon  that  meek,  hum- 
ble, patient  and  charitable  temper  for  which  she 
was  remarkable  ;  and  the  virtues  she  exhibited 
through  the  whole  course  of  your  acquaintance 
with  her.  Consider  the  promises  made  in  the 
gospel  to  the  children  of  God,  the  fulfilment  of 
which  is  reserved  to  a  future  life.  Trace  the 
wide  extended  field  through  which  we  have  nor/ 
passed,  and  amidst  all  your  sorrows  you  will  find 
a  luxurious  feast  crowding  itself  upon  your  minds; 
joys,  inexpressibly  great,  springing  up  and  ming- 
ling themselves  with  your  grief.     O  !  how  happy 
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to  reflect  uiat  "  blessed  are  the  dead  that  die  m 
the  Lord  from  henceforth  ;  that  they  may  rest 
from  their  labors"  drop  their  toils,  sorrows,  pains, 
sufferings,  and  sin  itself,  with  their  mortal  body, 
and  go  to  be  forever  with  the  Lord  in  glory. 
Was  your  loved  companion  and  parent  permitted 
to  remove  the  vail  and  once  more  address  you  in 
her  former  accents  of  love,  would  not  her  lan- 
guage be  "  weep  not  for  me,  but  weep  for  your- 
selves." When  the  disciples  were  sad  at  the 
thought  of  their  Lord's  departure  from  them, 
he  checks  their  grief  with  this  comfortable  consid- 
eration, that  he  was  going  to  the  Father.  Is  it 
love  to  the  deceased  that  excites  your  sorrow  ? 
Will  love  permit  you  to  mourn  for  her,  while  faith 
and  charity  compel  you  to  believe  the  change  she 
has  made  is  infinitely  happy  for  herself.  As 
Christians  have  more  hope  than  others  under  the 
loss  of  their  pious  and  godly  friends,  so  they 
should  have  less  sorrow.  May  God,  my  dear 
Brother,  help  you  to  call  into  your  own  view  and 
into  the  view  of  your  afflicted  family,  the  con- 
solations which  you  have  so  often  and  so 
successfully  held  out  to  others  in  the  day  of 
trouble."  Amen. 


